October 2009

Gems of the month...
—> Journaling is a formal method of allowing the student to summarize or paraphrase his or her own learning. Marzano’s work
found that summarizing produced an average of 34% gain when used consistently with students. Journaling has long been
considered a best practice but it is now mandated in the new ELAR TEKS. Students begin sustained independent reading at 15t
grade and begin journaling about what they have read at 2" grade. Please see the TEKS below:

1st - 12(A) read independently for a sustained period of time
2nd — 12(A) read independently for a sustained period of time and paraphrase what the reading was about, maintaining meaning

3 — 11(A) read independently for a sustained period of time and paraphrase what the reading was about, maintaining meaning and logical order (e.g.,
generate a reading log or journal; participate in book talks)

4th — 9(A) read independently for a sustained period of time and paraphrase what the reading was about, maintaining meaning and logical order (e.g.,
generate a reading log or journal; participate in book talks)

5th — 9(A) read independently for a sustained period of time and summarize or paraphrase what the reading was about, maintaining meaning and logical
order (e.g., generate a reading log or journal; participate in book talks)

—> Proposed new Social Studies TEKS are now available for viewing at the address below:
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